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South Lake Middle School December 2011 / January 2012

PRINCIPAL'S PONDERINGS

Dear Parents:

The staff of South Lake Middle School sends you holiday greetings and warm wishes for a
wonderful holiday season! | am proud that our parents and staff have shown their commitment
as partners in creating a caring learning community. This has been demonstrated in many
extraordinary ways, including strong parent presence at all school functions, sensitive day-to-day
interactions with children, helping facilitate constructive outreach projects to meet the needs of
those less fortunate, and reaffirming our core human values of caring, respect, diversity, and
equity.

Each day, | am amazed at the accomplishments of our students both in and outside of the
classroom. Over half of our students were named to the Honor Roll this trimester, including 83
students that received all A’'s. Just last Saturday, students of the F.B.l. Club, parents, Mrs.
Prouty, and Mrs. Wilkins gave their time to volunteer at the Gleaners Food Bank.

| am delighted to simply say “thank you” parents and staff for helping make SLMS a truly caring
community and a place where our children can thrive. Best wishes to you and your families for a
wonderful holiday break. May the peace and joy of the holidays be with all of you throughout the
New Year.

Seasons Greetings!

Lauren L. Wells



Koffee Klatch IV
Thursday, December 15, 2011
9:00 a.m.—-10:00 a.m.

*No evening meeting due to Band Concert

Koffee Klatch V

Thursday, January 12, 2012
9:00 a.m. -10:00 a.m.

6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.
Special Guest —
Ms. Carmen Kennedy,
Principal SLHS

MEDIA CENTER

Please join us to update you about
our school, share ideas, suggestions,
and concerns or just simply to get to

know one another

The Closet
(located at the old Pare School)
Open Tuesday and Thursday
9:30 a.m. — 12:30 p.m.

When there is a need for your family, you
will always be welcome to come into The
Closet to obtain any needs you may have at
No Charge.
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DECEMBER CALENDAR

Tuesday Early Dismissal — 1:15 p.m.
Choir Concert
7:00 p.m. SLHS Auditorium
Thursday Koffee Klatch IV
9:00 — 10:00 a.m. ONLY
Winter Band Concert
7:00 p.m. SLHS Auditorium
Boys Basketball vs. Parcells
Home @ 4:00 & 5:00 P.M.

Friday Holiday Dance — 3:00-4:30 p.m.
Cafeteria
Monday Boys Basketball vs. Pierce

Away @ 4:30 & 5:30 p.m.
Wednesday Honor Roll Assemblies

8" Grade —-8:00 a.m.

7" Grade — 9:30 a.m.

6™ Grade — 1:30 p.m.

Winter Holiday Recess

begins at end of the

school day — 2:50 p.m.
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JANUARY CALENDAR

Wednesday School Resumes from
Winter Holiday Recess

Thursday Boys Basketball vs. Jefferson
Away @ 4:30 & 5:30 p.m.
Monday Boys Basketball vs. Brownell

Home @ 4:00 & 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday Early Dismissal — 1:15 p.m.
Boys Basketball vs. Kennedy
Away 4:30 & 5:30 p.m.
Thursday Parent Koffee Klatch V
9:00 A.M. & 6:00 P.M.
Media Center
Special Guest — Ms. Carmen
Kennedy, Principal SLHS
Boys Basketball vs. Parcells
Away 4:30 & 5:30 p.m.
Monday NO SCHOOL — MLK Day
Wednesday Half-Day Student Dismissal
at 11:05 A.M. — Schedule A
Parent Teacher Conferences
12:15-3:00 P.M. &
5:00 - 8:00 P.M
Thursday Early Dismissal — 1:15 p.m.




Thanksgiving Food Drive — Mr. Mroue

Michigan residents have been feeling the pinch this holiday season. We all know that times are
tough and donations to charities have declined. Student Council held a canned food mosaic
contest between Core classes. With excitement and cans filling up the cafeteria, students in each
Core class diligently worked to make mosaics out of their canned goods. Mrs. Taetsch’s Core
class took first place in this contest with their turkey mosaic and won the contest for the most
cans collected. It was averaged that each student brought in 9.2 cans! Mrs. Taetsch’s Core won
a bagel breakfast sponsored by Student Council.

Second place in the mosaic competition was awarded to Mrs. Minne’s Core for their Christmas
Tree and third place was awarded to Mrs. Charuba’s Core for their Hands of the World mosaic.
Second place was awarded to Mrs. Minne’s Core with an average of 8.21 cans per student and
third place was awarded to Mrs. McGill’'s Core with an average of 8 cans per student. South Lake
Middle School collected a total of 1,698 cans.

All of the collected food was donated to The Goodfellows of St. Clair Shores to provide families
with food during the holiday season. Needless to say, South Lake Middle School’s food drive
would not have been successful without the support of our families. We appreciate your support,
and wish you a safe and happy holiday season.

Mandarin — Mrs. MacCallumMhor

6" and 7™ Grade classes are finishing up Unit 2 about myself. Students are able to
communicate with each other in Mandarin Chinese. We will complete learning Unit 2 with a
chapter test. Students also had a visit from the teachers at Wayne State University-Confucius
Institute. They enjoyed learning how to make Chinese paper cuts. We are looking forward to
learning about family in unit 3.

7" and 8" Grade classes have finished reviewing last year’s vocabulary words and sentence
patterns. Students have started working on Unit 4 about shopping. They are getting ready to go
shopping in Mandarin Chinese. The 8" grade will be going on a field trip to the DIA and the art
studio in January and, the 7™ grade will meet with the teachers from Wayne State University-
Confucius Institute at the Mongolian Buffet for a field trip in December. They will enjoy a
discussion regarding Chinese cuisine and craft making while having lunch.



Social Studies — Mr. Kitchen

In the 6™ grade Social Studies class, we are currently studying the branches of the U.S.
Government and the need for checks and balances. Along with this, the students are learning
what powers each branch has over the others. We will then be studying the constitution and the
amendments.

The 7™ grade Social Studies class has been studying the continent of Africa. We are learning
what social issues are and doing a poster board project on one of the four major social issues in
Africa (Ethnic Conflict, Health Care, Urbanization, and Changing Woman’s Roles).

Cavaliers Caught Tutoring ( CCT )
[][]l]ﬂ[][][]@
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\Welcome to anew experience in tutoring! South Lake Middle School has partnered with

Avalon Elementary. 1% -5 graders need your expertise in reading, math, science and social
studies. Are you good with kids?

Do you like helping others? CCT might be for you. Mrs. Araujo-Pedroza will arrange for your
learning partner and will mentor you as you go through your tutoring experience. She will assist
you with techniques and materials so that you can be a success.

To be a tutor, you need to make sure you have permission from a parent (see attachment).
Additionally, you will be expected to walk to Avalon Elementary after dismissal for a tutoring
session one day a week that will last from 3:15-4:00.Before you begin your first tutoring
experience, you will be assigned a partner and will be made aware of what you will be tutoring at
a CCT meeting to be held after school. Listen for daily announcements and plan on attending.
CCT needs youl!

See Mrs. Araujo-Pedroza if you are interested in this opportunity.



Health — Tips for Staying Active — Mrs. Dominick

As the weather is changing kids begin to move from being active outside to inactive inside.
Unfortunately, 1 in 3 kids in the U.S. are obese. Since one of the major contributing factors of
obesity is inactivity it is very important to work physical activity into your daily schedule year
round. Here are some ideas for your family to get outside, have fun and stay physically active
over the cold winter months.

1. Build a snowman 6. Go snowboarding

2. Shovel Snow (can even make a little 7. Go cross country skiing
%) 8. Go snowshoeing

3. Have a snowball fight 9. Go for a walk

4. Go sledding 10.Go Ice Skating

5. Go downhill skiing 11.Play Ice Hockey

Music — Ms. Jaeger

What a fine job our 8" Grade Choir students did performing for the St. Clair Shores Nautical Mile
Meeting on December 8™.

Any students who plan on being in next year’s High School Marching Band will have another
opportunity to fundraise money for Band Camp. The next fundraiser will be a Bottle Drive in
January. Band Boosters will come to the Middle School to talk to the students about this event.
As a reminder to parents, please make sure that your child is practicing at home. They need to
put in at least 30 minutes, 5 times a week to ensure proper development.

We will be having Solo & Ensemble again this year at our High School for 7-12 grade Band
students. The Date will be on Tuesday, January 25, 2011. A performance schedule will come
out in January.



Cavaliers Caught Caring — Ms. Jaeqger

Many thanks, to the parents who have made donations towards our Cavalier Caught Caring
monthly drawings. Congratulations to our Cavaliers Caught Caring for November; Ryan
Thompson, Vincent Zappa, William Weis, Aaron Beaupre and Mariya Harris.

Tree Project Celebrates Holiday Spirit While Reinforcing
Grammar Skills — Mrs. Taetsch

A simple writing assignment provided Mrs. Taetsch’s Language Arts students with an opportunity
to celebrate the holiday spirit, while reinforcing their grammar skills. The project’s focus — simple
ways to increase joy for others this holiday season and/or throughout the year -- allowed sixth
and seventh graders to write about ways to improve the lives of others, while helping to create the
classroom’s colorful hangingi For est of Joy. 0O

First, the lesson required students to write a journal about their topic. Then, students composed
their imperative (command) sentences on green, tree-shaped paper templates that they would

later cut out. Finally, at the top of each “tree” students wrote the words A Thi s h o,lwhichay

began the 20 lines of writing required for the holiday assignment.

After the students completed their imperative advice statements on their paper-doll-like tree
templates, they cut them out. Then, they fastened a paper clip to each treetop to make attaching
a sparkly pipe cleaner easier. To make the paper clip “disappear,” each student added a shiny
foam star to his or her creation. To finish their projects, students decorated their trees with glitter-
glue ornaments and garlands to add holiday pizzazz to bare branches.

This assignment may help students and staff remember that some of the least expensive gifts
can offer profound joy this holiday season and beyond.

A few excerpts fromtheiF or e st medgsagdsonglude ...

‘Wel come new peophrkErinRufffio your | ife. o
AfBe a | ot nicer and wMarvinnhocase under standing. o
ADonodot fi

ght over stupid stokf fdudbyddocote 1t wi | |



Make someoneb3ustferbattehem how IlyEmery Aldricdge t o |
Smile. é. Give someondngelivadalesas bi gger smil e. o
Be h apMojgiectbMucha

Appreciate thei Joddandlgbstt you have. 0

L i s + Kely Fipek

Be responsi b4ReestonElsneour sel f . 0

Spend time with youtdEmify&torgid y. Be grateful . o
ADuring this holiday season —DonnaTteakikee, <car e, sh:
fDo things that are kind andlov i ng an d-Aaeh fioheu | . 0

AWi sh others a waAAnodyemous u l holiday. o

St O 3O St 3t 3N

Not to be outdone, sixth grade MARS class members added their gifttothei For est Theyy Jo
wrote and decorated “gift” prescriptions for success. Lea Bartnik said, "I like how we wrote how to
be successful in life. ... This was really fun."

On the outside of their artistic packages in letter form, students shared their recipe for success
with a person of their choice. Then, they decorated their packages with glitter bows and sparkly
pipe cleaner hangers to add to the classroom’s holiday scene.

Jae'la Sandifer said, "What | liked best about our project was that it was creative." She added,
"And | liked the glitter."
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Putting the finishing touches on his "Gift" project is Randy Knapchuck, a 6th grader in Mrs.
Taetsch's MARS class. (Photo by Rebecca Albrecht)



Student Daily Drop Off and Pick Up Policy

For the safety of our students who are picked up and dropped off each day by parents or other family
members as well as for the safety of our kids who walk or bike to school, the following procedure must be
followed.

e Students are to be dropped off in the morning and picked up in the afternoon in the east parking lot
adjacent to the gym and cafeteria. Cars/drivers are to enter the east parking lot, circle around, pick
up the student, and then exit the lot. Students can also be dropped off or picked up on Maxine, but
it must be on the same side of the street as the school.

Do not pick up or drop off students by entering the west lot which is closest to Harper. This is only for
staff parking and bikers who need to get to the bike racks behind the school.

e Students cannot be dropped off or picked up on California. With the large volume of traffic at
arrival and dismissal times, walkers and bikers crossing the street, and the narrowness of the street,
our kids’ safety is of utmost concern. Cars parked or waiting on California only jeopardize our
students’ safety.

Students dropped off or picked up contrary to this procedure
will receive a detention.

Parents and Guests Check In
During School Hours

As a reminder to all of our parents, family members, and other visitors, you must sign in at the
main office and receive a pass before proceeding to any part of the school or meeting with a staff
member.

By no means is a teacher to be interrupted during class time. All of our teachers will be very
happy to meet with you by scheduling an appointment. Your cooperation is needed in order to
ensure the safety of our children, as well as, the uninterrupted preparation and flow of classes.




