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erywhere you go lately, people are sharing their opinions regarding public education. While those of us
in the" dd are hardly satis' ed with the data, it ssemsthat most of us are using the performance of a small
percentage of schoolsto de' netheentiresystem. With alittleresearch, the" ndingschangein apretty remarkable

way.

We hear a lot about high school graduation rates across the country. ! e sad fact is that gpproximately 1.2
million studentsentering ninth grade each year dofail to graduate. ! isisadismal statistic. However, the drop-
out rate has been declining each year snce 1972. ! eratein 1972 was 15% and in 2008 had dropped to 8%.
I eclassof 2008 had 120,000 more graduatesthan the class of 2001. Our goal isa 0% drop-out rate and 100%
graduation rate, but we need to look at trends before judging how we are doing.

Each year the results of the National Assessment of Educational Progress, NAEP, are published. ! isis an
assessment taken by 4™ and 8" grade studentsin math and reading. Whilewe are not satis' ed with theresults,
when looking at thedata over the yearswe" nd that the scoreshave never been higher than they aretoday. ! is
doesnot mean that we should be satis' ed with the current results, only that we view them with accuracy.

I einteresting thing about schoolsisthat they arevery persona. Parentswho on the one hand might fed that
schoolsin theUnited Satesarefailing, on the other hand clearly fed that their children's schoolsare succeeding.
During the 25 yearsthat the Phi Delta Kappa and Gallup Poll have surveyed parents, the gradesthat they have
given ther oldest child's school have continued to improve. In the 2010 poll, 77% of U.S parents gave their
schools either an 3A° or 2B°

Yes, we need to improve achievement, reduce achievement gaps, raise graduation rates and continue to reduce
drop-out rates. But, while continuing to do so we need to also take a realistic and objective look a where we
are and how we have grown. Not being satis' ed with where we are should not prevent usfrom acknowledging
from where we have come.

*Datataken from Dr. Daniel Domenech'sthe295/5 dilemméP report.

Pamela Balint

I e South Lake Schools Board of Education does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, creed or
ancestry, age, height, weight, gender, sexual orientation, marital status, disability, or any other legally protected characterigtic in its
programs, activities, or employment.
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Happy Holidays to Our Troops

Fourth and ! " h grade students a
Avaon wrote Christmas cardsto be
senttotroops! ghtingoverseas. # e
cards were sent in time to be read
by soldiers before Christmas. # e
sudentsin Mr. Wyber's class really
enjoyed makingcardsfor our troops.

Holiday Wishes for Joey

Mr. Wyber's class made Chrisgmas cards for Joey
Caretti, a boy struggling with cancer for the second
time, who had a goa of recelving 1,000 cards for
Chrisgmas. # e sudents aso collected money and
purchased a gi" card from Game Sop and some other
itemsto give to Joey to help brighten his holiday season.

Leader Dog for the Blind
Puppy in Training

Koepsdl gudents were treated to a vist from Minnie,
a Leader Dog for the Blind 2puppy in training® Jess
Barzone brought her puppy to the school and they visited
each classsoom to educate students about the process
of raisng a Leader Dog puppy.
Sudents learned that volunteers
take the puppies into their home
for about a year to teach them
basic obedience and to socialize
them until they are ready for
the next step, which is further
training and evaluation by Leader Dogs for the Blind
to determine if they are gppropriate for the program.
Sudents had an opportunity to interact with the puppy
a'er learning that, when the puppy is wearing her
aworking vest? they must always 2ask® to pet her ! rg$

Hoop Shoot Competition

Elmwood gudents participating in the
loca Hoop Shoot Competition a K.
Matthew's in Ferndale on Jnuary 7th
included Donivan Peoples, Max Pozios,
and Taedom Sein. Max Poziostook ! r&
place in the 8-9 year old boys category
and will advance to the Sate Hoop Shoot
Championship in Grand Rapidson February 27th.

Who Did You Eat Today?

# e Avaon panthe partner classes of Ms. Wood's
kindergartners and Mrs. Koresky's 2"9/39 graders were
curiousto! nd out what wasinsidetheir owl pellet. An owl
pelet  contans the bones, feathers,
and/or fur of the animals eaten by an
owl and it is spit up by theowl. # ey
used tweezersand toothpick  probes
to take the pdlets goart. # en they
compared the bones they discovered to charts and used
them to identify the bonesand animals.

It was avery fascinating experience for these sudents and
one which they will not soon forget.

Neutron Neal Visits Koepsell

Neutron Nea and a sudent
discusswhy one magnet seemsto
%at abovetheweter.

SLHS Band Visits Florida

# e South Lake Symphony Band and Marching Band
represented our digtrict in Tampa, Florida over holiday
break in fedtivities associated with the Outback Bowl.
Band membersparticipated in the Outback Bowl hal" ime
show which wasteevised on the ABC family of networks.
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Curriculum and Instruction Upda;’;
by John Thero g

In September 2011 the Michigan State Board of Education approved new cut scores for MEAP/MME tests beginning
for the fall 2011-12 school-year. As MEAP scores are soon to be publicly released and reports sent home to parents,
we at South Lake want to ensure that parents fully understand what these scores mean. Cut scores on standardized
assessments are not designed into the assessments, but are added after the test is taken through a standard setting
process. Cut scores represent what level of performance is considered “good enough.” It is important to know that the
test itself has not changed, and that a decrease in proe cient scores this year does not mean that students are performing
at a lower level than in past years. Rather, this decrease in proecient scores is due to the standards for proeciency
being raised. Please know that South Lake Administrators and Teachers will continue to use this data to inform and
improve instruction as we have done in the past. If you have any questions, please contact the ofece of curriculum and
assessment at 586.435.1640.

Mathematics
Assessment Grade Partially Proe cient Proe cient Advanced
MME 11 1093 1116 1138
MEAP 8 809 830 865
MEAP 7 714 731 776
MEAP 6 614 629 675
MEAP 5 516 531 584
MEAP 4 423 434 470
MEAP 3 322 336 371
Reading
Assessment Grade Partially Proe cient Proe cient Advanced
MME 11 1081 1108 1141
MEAP 8 796 818 853
MEAP 7 698 721 760
MEAP 6 602 619 653
MEAP 5 501 521 565
MEAP 4 395 419 478
MEAP 3 301 324 634

Upcoming Fifth Grade Orientation for Parents and Students
I isltimel ofyear!isl always! exciting! aslwe! begin! thinking! of! the! next! school!year.!! To! help! parents! of!"I#th! grade! sudentsl become!
morelfamiliar!and!comfortablelwith!South!Lake!Middle!School ,'welhavelscheduled!alFi#h!Gradel Transtion!to!Middle!School !Parent!
Orientationifor! ! ursday,!February!2,12012,'from!6:00+!7:30!p.m.Welwillbeginltheleveninglinlour ICafeterialwithlalshortlintroduction.!
In'thelgym!iwelwill'havelteachersithat!can!answer!your!questionsland!explain!our!variousl programsland!classes.!! ! erelwilllalso!bel
parentsland!studentslavailableltolanswerlyour!questionslinlour!Medial Center!land!studentslarelavail ablelto!takelyou'on!altour!of!our!
school !

Alspecia!Sudent!Transitionito!Middle!School!Orientation!will takelplacelon!Friday,'February!3,12012, Ibeginninglat!11:30'a.m.lat !South!
LakeMiddle!School.'Sudentsiwillldepart!by!buslifrom!the rldementary!schoolland!willleatlunchlinithelMiddlelSchool Icafeteriall | ey!
will'then!belableltolparticipatelinlalnumber!of!fun!and!exciting!activitieslto!lear nlabout!our!classesland!will!'tour!thelbuilding.!! ! ey!
willlalsolhavelan!opportunity!toltalk!tolstudentsland!teachersland!haveltheirlquestionslanswered.!! | eylwilllreturnltoltheirleementary!
school!by!2:30Ip.m.

It!lislour'hopelthat!thislorientation!will!help! parentsland! studentsimakel alsmooth!transtion!into! sixth!grade.!! By!doing! so,!wel also!
hopelthat!the!"Irstlyear!of'middlelschool lwilllbelan!educationally!rewardinglexperiencelforleach!student.!!!Pleaselfed freelto!lview!our!
newdettersland!explorelour 'websitelthrough!theldistrict'shomelpagelat www.sol ake.org.
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KIND ERGARTEN AND PRESCHOOL ENROLLMENT FAIR
SATURDAY, MARCH 24, 2012 FROM 10:00 A.M. - 12:.00 PM.
AT AVALON ELEMENTARY SCHOOL, 20000 AVALON, ST. CLAIR SHORES

Sudentsaredigiblefor Kindergartenif they are5on
or before December 1, 2012. Sudents are eligible
for Preschool if they turn 3 by September 1, 2012.

For additional information:
please see www.solake.org,
e-mail tjamieson@solake.org, or
call Mrs. Jamieson at 586-435-1640.

The Many Talents of
Avalon Kindergartners

" eAvaon kindergartnersin Ms. Wood and Mrs. Saleh's
classes showed that they can express their thoughts in
many ways. As part of their PYP Unit: How We Express
Oursdlves, they used art, movement, singing, creetion,
and writing to sharetheir thoughtsand fedingswith their
classmatesand families.

" e dudents studied the art work
gyle of Picasso, Matisse, and Sareut
and then used their knowledge to
createtheir own art. " eclassesalso
wrote on topics of their own chosen
duringwriter'sworkshop, and created
their own gingerbread houses.

" eunit culminated with an evening celebration during
which their families enjoyed listening and watching the
sudents singing and moving to holiday songs. " er
families also vigited the classrooms to view the art and
writing.

" e kindergartners were able to experiment with many
methods of saf expression and rettect on which one they
liked the best.

ENROLLMENT REQUIREMENTS
Origina Birth Certi! cate, Immunization Record
Preschool Only - $50.00 on-refundable deposit

Kindergarten Only - Proof of Residency (4 pieces)

Current lease or mortgage statement

Two current utility bills
Car regigration, car ins., paycheck stub, etc.
Plusyour driver'slicense or Michigan SatelD
with current addressfor identie cation purposesonly

PYP Ponderings

Happy New Year% hopethat you and your familiesenjoyed time
together, celebrating and sharing the customs and traditions
that you hold dear. During the month of December, our
sudentshad many opportunitiesto learn about the celebrations
of many di&erent cultures, increasingtheir understanding of the
commonalitiesthat exist between usal. Sudentswere ableto
learn and sharetheir | ndingsthrough art, movement, literature,
food, and music. " ePrimary Years Programme helpsteachers
to focus on the use of inquiry and fostering sudent curiosity
to engage them in their learning. Additionally, the program
alows planning that helpsto develop the whole child - meeting
social, emotional, academic, and physical needs. Pleasebe sure
to encourage your child to sharetheir learning opportunities.

Excitement is in the air as we begin to plan and prepare for
our Authorization Vidts by teams from the International
Baccalaureate Organization (1BO) later thisspring. Membersof
IBO will be spending two days at each building that is seeking
Authorization. " ey will be meeting with sudents, sta&, and
community membersto gain an understanding of our progress.
' e ga&s have been working collaboratively to develop and
implement the units of inquiry and completing training over
the past several years. " evisiting teamswill provide feedback
to each school, making recommendations of wha needs
to be accomplished (if anything) to become an Authorized
School. To become an Authorized School is a very prestigious
acconplishment.  South Lake Schools are the only Primary
Years Programme Candidate schoolsin all of Macomb County%
' ePrimary YearsProgrammeprovidestheskills, concepts, and
experiencesthat will prepare our sudentsto become successful
globally-minded citizens of the 21t century.

If you have any questions, or would like additional information
about the Primary Years Programme (PYP), please contact me
at 586-435-1115 or email me at cmerivirta@solake.org.



AppreciatioWidedo BoardMembers

Elmwood Sudent Council o%cers taped a video clip,
expessing their thanks to South Lake Board members
for their service to

the digtrict for School

Board  Appreciation

Month.

Who We Are

I e second grade students at Elmwood Elementary
School, as part of our PYP Unit 2Who We Are? are
learning about communities. ! ey are learning about
jobsin the community, the smilarities and di#erences of
various communities, and the rights and responsbilities
of citizens.

Sudents created afold-out
project that demonstrated
their knowledge of the
four communities: cities,
suburbs, towns, and farms.

Sudentscreated alocal
community map to display
in the hallway including
homes, businesses, schools,
and playgrounds.

Cavaliers Caught Tutoring

South Lake Middle School has partnered with Avalon
Elementary. Middle School sudentssharetheir expertise
in reading, math, science and social sudieswith 1< - 5th
grade sudents. Teacher, Mrs. Araujo-Pedroza, arranged
learning partners between elementary and middle school
students, and serves as a mentor for the middle school
studentsasthey go through their tutoring experience. She
assigs gudents with technigues and materials so that the
studentsand the program can besuccessful. | eprogram
isevery Tueday @' er school, 3:15 - 4:00 p.m.

South Lake Schools Community Newsletter
January/February 2012 Vol. 17, Issue 3

Thank You
South Lake Board Members

As citizen leaders, individual school board members face
complex and demanding challenges. ! ey are alternately
de<ribed as having the most important volunteer jobs in
the country and facing the toughest challenge in dected
American government. Yet school board members are
just ordinary citizens with extraordinary dedication to
our nation's public schools. All Michigan citizens should
recognize the vital contributions of these men and women
andthecrucial rolethey play in theeducation of our children.
Public education is the backbone of American society, and
local school boards are deeply rooted in U.S tradition. It's
the foundation on which our democracy was built. Today
local school boards continueto do the most important work
of their communities- that of educating our youth.

I dr jobisto establish avision for the education program,
design a gructure to achieve that vison, ensure schools
are accountable to the community and strongly advocate
for continuous improvement in student learning. ! ejob
of aschool board member istough, the hourslong and the
thanksfew and far between. Too 0" en werequick tocriticize
school board members without really understanding the
complex nature of their decisons. Now'sthetimeto thank
them for their untiring e#orts.

School board memberscomefrom avariety of backgrounds,
yet they share a common goal - helping students achieve
in school and life. As a gate, Michigan has faced many
challenges, but thekey to abrighter futureisastrong public
education system.

Too 0" en we forget about the persona sacri$ces school
board membersmake. Board memberscontributehundreds
and hundredsof hourseach year leadingtheir digtricts. ! e
timespent in board meetingsrepresentsjust asmall fraction
of the hours school board members spend leading their
digricts. Collectively, they spend almost 7,000 hours on
professional development to keep abreast of thelatest trends
in educational leadership, aredeeply involved in community
activities and spend many hours at extracurricular events.
I ey continually advocate for the children of our state, and
in the past year school board members made more than
4,000passionate pless to legidators, gpeaking out against
budget cutsand pushing for smart reforms.

I e month of January marks the annual observance of
School Board Recognition Month. ! isisatime to show
our gppreciation and begin to better undersand how
local trustees work together to prepare today's students
to be tomorrow's leaders. In January, join with others
from throughout our digrict and gate to salute the men
and women who provide grassroots governance of public
schools.




DISTRICT CALENDAR

2012
January 26 District Early Dismissal
February 14 District Early Dismissal
Feb. 17 - Feb. 20 NO School Winter Break
February 29 District Early Dismissal
& SLHS Conferences
March 1 SLHS Conferences
March 9 Elementary & SLMS Hal f-Day
March 15 Elementary Conferences
March 16 District Early Dismissal
March 20 Elementary Half-Day Conferences
March 24 Kdg. Enrollment Fair
at Avalon 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
March 27 District Early Dismissal
April 2 - April 9 NO School Spring Break
April 13 District Early Dismissal
April 24 District Early Dismissal
May 3 SLMS Half-Day Conferences
May 10 District Early Dismissal
Celebration of the Arts
May 21 District Early Dismissal
May 25-28 NO School Holiday Break
June 12, 13, 14 SLHS Half-Day Exams
June 14 Last Day of School - Half-Day

Please note: Calendar is subject to change.

BOARD OF EDUCATION

MEETIN GS
2011
October 19 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
November 9 Study Session TBD
November 16  Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
December 14 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.

2012
January 18 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
February 15 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
March 14 Study Session TBD
March 21 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
April 18 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
May 16 Regular Meeting  6:30 p.m.
June 6 Study Session TBD
June 13 Regular Meeting  6:00 p.m.

Organizational Meeting
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