January 27, 2010

The Honorable Jennifer Granholm

Governor of Michigan
P.O. Box 30013

Lansing, MI  48909

Dear Governor Granholm:

As a parent of children in South Lake Schools, I anxiously await your February 2010-2011 budget proposal for schools.  I trust your recommendations will address the funding crisis that all school districts face in Michigan.  I also expect that the proposal will include the restoration of the Section 20j funding that has such a significant impact on South Lake Schools and other districts in our state.

This school year my district has had to make mid-year budget cuts and staff reductions while attempting to disrupt the education of our children as little as possible.  This painful process was a result of losing $600,000 in Section 20j funding in addition to a $400,000 loss in funding (totaling approximately 4% of the entire school budget) since the start of the 2009-2010 school year.  Since the 2005-2006 school year, the district has made budget cuts and staff reductions totaling $6 million.  The South Lake Schools community continues to support our district as we navigate through this budget crisis, but we can only do so much without a comprehensive change to how our schools are funded in Michigan.  Our community has always valued education and recently showed this support by passing a bond proposal to improve our schools.  The South Lake community now needs your help to resolve the school funding crisis once and for all.
The Michigan Association of School Boards, administrators, and other school officials have provided many revenue and expenditure suggestions.  I look forward to your careful consideration of these suggestions as the February budget proposal is prepared and to the reinstatement of our 20j funding.

Sincerely,
South Lake Schools Parent
January 27, 2010

Mike Bishop

Senate Majority Leader
SenMBishop@senate.michigan.gov 

State Capitol

P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909-7536

Dear Senator Bishop:

I appreciate the effort you and your colleagues have committed to finalizing plans for next year’s state budget.  As the School Aid budget is finalized, I am confident it will include ideas to address the current school funding crisis taking place across the state and a restoration of Section 20j categorical funding.  

This school year my district has had to make mid-year budget cuts and staff reductions while attempting to disrupt the education of our children as little as possible.  This painful process was a result of losing $600,000 in Section 20j funding in addition to a $400,000 loss in funding (totaling approximately 4% of the entire school budget) since the start of the 2009-2010 school year.  Since the 2005-2006 school year, the district has made budget cuts and staff reductions totaling $6 million.  The South Lake Schools community continues to support our district as we navigate through this budget crisis, but we can only do so much without a comprehensive change to how our schools are funded in Michigan.  Our community has always valued education and recently showed this support by passing a bond proposal to improve our schools.  The South Lake community now needs your help to resolve the school funding crisis once and for all.
The Michigan Association of School Boards, administrators, and other school officials have provided many revenue and expenditure suggestions.  I look forward to your careful consideration of these suggestions and to the reinstatement of our 20j funding as the February budget proposal is prepared.  I stand ready to provide any support needed in your efforts.

Sincerely,

South Lake Schools Parent

January 27, 2010

Andy Dillon

House Speaker

andydillon@house.mi.gov 

State Capitol

P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, MI 48909-7514
Dear House Speaker Dillon:

I appreciate the effort you and your colleagues have committed to finalizing plans for next year’s state budget.  As the School Aid budget is finalized, I am confident it will include ideas to address the current school funding crisis taking place across the state and a restoration of Section 20j categorical funding.  

This school year my district has had to make mid-year budget cuts and staff reductions while attempting to disrupt the education of our children as little as possible.  This painful process was a result of losing $600,000 in Section 20j funding in addition to a $400,000 loss in funding (totaling approximately 4% of the entire school budget) since the start of the 2009-2010 school year.  Since the 2005-2006 school year, the district has made budget cuts and staff reductions totaling $6 million.  The South Lake Schools community continues to support our district as we navigate through this budget crisis, but we can only do so much without a comprehensive change to how our schools are funded in Michigan.  Our community has always valued education and recently showed this support by passing a bond proposal to improve our schools.  The South Lake community now needs your help to resolve the school funding crisis once and for all.
The Michigan Association of School Boards, administrators, and other school officials have provided many revenue and expenditure suggestions.  I look forward to your careful consideration of these suggestions and to the reinstatement of our 20j funding as the February budget proposal is prepared.  I stand ready to provide any support needed in your efforts.

Sincerely,

South Lake Schools Parent

January 27, 2010

Dennis Olshove

Senator

SenDOlshove@senate.michigan.gov 

State Capitol

P.O. Box 30036
Lansing, MI 48909-7536
Dear Senator Olshove:

I appreciate the effort you and your colleagues have committed to finalizing plans for next year’s state budget.  As the School Aid budget is finalized, I am confident it will include ideas to address the current school funding crisis taking place across the state and a restoration of Section 20j categorical funding.  

This school year my district has had to make mid-year budget cuts and staff reductions while attempting to disrupt the education of our children as little as possible.  This painful process was a result of losing $600,000 in Section 20j funding in addition to a $400,000 loss in funding (totaling approximately 4% of the entire school budget) since the start of the 2009-2010 school year.  Since the 2005-2006 school year, the district has made budget cuts and staff reductions totaling $6 million.  The South Lake Schools community continues to support our district as we navigate through this budget crisis, but we can only do so much without a comprehensive change to how our schools are funded in Michigan.  Our community has always valued education and recently showed this support by passing a bond proposal to improve our schools.  The South Lake community now needs your help to resolve the school funding crisis once and for all.
The Michigan Association of School Boards, administrators, and other school officials have provided many revenue and expenditure suggestions.  I look forward to your careful consideration of these suggestions and to the reinstatement of our 20j funding as the February budget proposal is prepared.  I stand ready to provide any support needed in your efforts.

Sincerely,

South Lake Schools Parent

January 27, 2010

Sarah Roberts

State Representative 

SarahRoberts@house.mi.gov 

State Capitol

P.O. Box 30014 
Lansing, MI 48909-7514
Dear State Representative Roberts:

I appreciate the effort you and your colleagues have committed to finalizing plans for next year’s state budget.  As the School Aid budget is finalized, I am confident it will include ideas to address the current school funding crisis taking place across the state and a restoration of Section 20j categorical funding.  

This school year my district has had to make mid-year budget cuts and staff reductions while attempting to disrupt the education of our children as little as possible.  This painful process was a result of losing $600,000 in Section 20j funding in addition to a $400,000 loss in funding (totaling approximately 4% of the entire school budget) since the start of the 2009-2010 school year.  Since the 2005-2006 school year, the district has made budget cuts and staff reductions totaling $6 million.  The South Lake Schools community continues to support our district as we navigate through this budget crisis, but we can only do so much without a comprehensive change to how our schools are funded in Michigan.  Our community has always valued education and recently showed this support by passing a bond proposal to improve our schools.  The South Lake community now needs your help to resolve the school funding crisis once and for all.
The Michigan Association of School Boards, administrators, and other school officials have provided many revenue and expenditure suggestions.  I look forward to your careful consideration of these suggestions and to the reinstatement of our 20j funding as the February budget proposal is prepared.  I stand ready to provide any support needed in your efforts.

Sincerely,

South Lake Schools Parent

